 (Fig. 4) 
FOLLOW-UP RESULTS
The follow-up was by direct examination or by postal (Fig. 7) . Unlike the response to osteotomy in the hip, however, there was no radiological improvement in the joint, although no further deterioration has been demonstrated.
All the osteotomies have united by bone within three months ofthe operation, and there have been no complications other than minor loss of sensation of the tip of the thumb in one patient. There was breakage of the wire loop in one patient but this gave no disability, and it has not been necessary to remove the wire from any patient.
DISCUSSION
The operation of basal osteotomy of the first metacarpal in the treatment of osteoarthritis of the carpometacarpal joint appears to be a very satisfactory alternative to the standard methods of treatment. It is a simple and easy 
